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NOTES AND ABSTRACTS 

Les conceptions m€caniques et organiques de l'6tat. — According -to the me- 
chanical conception, the state is an artificial, man-made product. According to 
the organic conception, the state is not to be likened to a machine but to the living 
protoplasm. Analogy has its dangers. But the facts embraced in the two theories 
should be co-ordinated. In primitive and half-civilized societies, men initiated 
customs and founded the state ; with civilized peoples, the state and customs trans- 
form men. The best in humanity is summed up in ideals which, embodied in the 
social order, mold the lives of its members. — Ludwig Stein, Revue internationale 
de sociologie, Janvier et Fevrier, igii. E. W. B. 

Ueber den Zusammenhang zwischen Geisteskrankheit iind Kultur. — The 

present increase in suicides, criminality, and mental derangement among civilized 
peoples, as exhibited by statistics and expert testimony, and the relative infre- 
quency of psychic disorder among primitive peoples indicate that our civilization 
is a factor in mental disease. The spread of syphilis consequent to the growth of 
cities and to commercialized prostitution, and the increase in the use of alcohol 
due to its cheapening and commercialization have worked as two main factors in 
increasing physical and mental degeneration. Benevolence and charitable institu- 
tions, by interfering with natural selection, have preserved the unfit. Not only 
modern industry with its monotony, speeding, and bad sanitary conditions, but 
the whole system of modern life with its overstimulus of the mind and its under- 
exercise of the body have wrought grave injury to the physical constitution and 
the nervous system of civilized man. This strong tendency to physical and mental 
degeneration threatens the foundation of our civilization and the remedy must be 
sought in the arousal of the national consciousness to the crisis and in the estab- 
lishment of standards of hygiene. — Dr. Ernst Riidin, Archiv fur Rassen- u. Gesell- 
schafts-Biologie, Nov.-Dez., igio. E. W. B. 

De I'accord de la penality et des moeurs. — The increase of crime in 
France has raised the question of the effectiveness of imprisonment as the sole 
penalty for crime. Loss of liberty and social standing is but slightly deterrent 
to the activity of the criminal class, the less so because confinement is now miti- 
gated by excellent hygienic conditions, sufficient nourishment, and remunerative 
work. Corporal punishment has many advantages over imprisonment: (i) it does 
not burden the civic budget; (2) nor deprive the delinquent's family of several 
months' wages; (3) it substitutes a corrective influence for the corrupting influ- 
ence of the prison ; (4) it brings the ridicule of compatriots and women upon the 
gay Apache. The popular attitude against a modified revival of corporal punish- 
ment rests in part upon an instinctive aversion to suffering, in part also upon a 
growing toleration of crime. The beliefs and customs of a corrupt society are the 
greatest obstacles to the adoption of the most effective penalties. — Paul Cuche, 
Revue pSnitentiaire et de Droit pSnal, Janvier, 1911. E. W. B. 

La fonction sociale des caisses d'epargne. — Savings-banks promote indi- 
vidual thrift by affording the depositor security and a low rate of interest for his 
savings. They further the well-being of state and society by keeping currency 
in circulation, by providing a market for public securities, and by furnishing capital 
for conservative industrial enterprises. Postal savings-banks, instituted in Eng- 
land, offer to the depositor the facilities of the postal service and governmental 
guaranty of deposits. Since in France a governmental board invests the larger 
portion of the savings funds in public securities, the community in which the 
savings-bank is located derives little direct benefit from its savings. Decentrali- 
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zation of administration and the larger autonomy of the local institution are essen- 
tial, if the savings-bank is to ofter the small depositor the advantages of the large 
capitalist, and if local economic welfare is to be promoted. — F. Lepelletier, La 
rSforme sociale. Mars, 1911. E. W. B. 

L'evolution sociale d'aprls Gabriel Tarde. — There is social evolution in the 
sense of the multiple ^transformations in society. The laws governing social trans- 
formations are to be found in the individuals who are the factors and not the 
functions of social evolution. The effect of imitation is to enlarge the social field 
in breadth and depth. But imitation is the agent, not the author, of social trans- 
formation ; invention alone modifies and transforms. The true authors of social 
progress are not merely the great men, but the vast company of small inventors. 
The end of social evolution is the harmonizing of inventions which is itself a 
great complex invention. Final social harmony will not be attained by the triumph 
of the leveling tendency of imitation, or of the aristocratic tendency of invention, 
but by the co-ordination of the two forces. The real social goal is no dead level 
of uniformity, but is the annihilation of fixed differences which permits the free 
unfolding of the distinctive traits of our individuality. — Guillaume de Tarde, 
Revue internationale de sociologie, Avril, 1911. E. W. B. 

A Local Study of the Race Problem. — Negroes are most prosperous when 
few in number as compared with the whites. The "cropping" system of tenantry 
prevails in the "white" counties and the "renting" system prevails in the "black" 
group — a system that means ordinarily absentee landlordism and poor farming. 
The educational standards of the Negroes in the "white" counties far exceed those 
of their black-belt neighbors. The restless spirit in general is increasing among 
the Negroes. An increase in the proportion of whites to blacks by emigration 
of Negroes to white sections and attraction of white immigrants to the South is 
necessary. There is need of the establishment of a small proprietor class as an 
incentive to the Negro. — R. P. Brooks, Popular Science Quarterly, June, 191 1. 

A. D. 

The Rights and Duties of Trades-Unions. — The general tendency of English 
law is toward the recognition of the trades-union as a legal personality. As a 
group-personality, the union should enjoy rights necessary to self-realization in 
so far as these are not detrimental to the state or to individuals. While political 
activity is held to be a right of the unions, the general political activities are, it 
is argued, a possible menace, because of the close organization and compulsory 
character of unions, and because of inherent differences between a trades-union 
and a political party. As for duties, on the other hand, the union must accept the 
responsibilities of personality (i) for the acts of its representatives, and (2) for 
the maintenance by the whole of agreements made for the whole ; this responsi- 
bility should be made legal. This view the unions at present decry; but full in- 
sistence upon the rights and duties involved would be of advantage to the union. — 
Ernest Barker, Economic Review, April, 191 1. A. D. 

Instirance and Home Building. — In Germany, since 1889, loans at low inter- 
est have been made to working-men's building associations from the premiums on 
invalidity and old-age insurance in government hands. In 1909, 60,000 families 
had been housed in sanitary dwellings under this plan, the majority in model tene- 
ments. Individual workmen also may borrow on the security of the commune or 
of the employer; loans have been made to employers of large numbers of work- 
men for the housing of their employees, under due safeguard for the independence 
of the workman. Provision is made, also, for housing single men. In Belgium, 
the building societies are usually made up of wealthy men who lend to individual 
workmen ; the workman on receiving the loan takes also a life-insurance policy, 
both covered by mortgage on his property; certain tax exemptions also are in- 
volved. Some such scheme might be feasible in the United States. — K. Frankel, 
Survey, June 3, 1911. A. D. 

Problems of Workmen's Compensation Legislation. — The first legal step 
toward the present compensation movement was made in the enactment prior to 
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1909 of employers' liability laws which roused public interest and, by increasing 
liability, brought employers into an attitude more favorable to compensation. 
The state commissions of 1909 in New York, Wisconsin, and Minnesota have 
stimulated public opinion and dealt with various economic difficulties, namely, the 
"interstate competition bugaboo" ; the disagreements between employers and em- 
ployees as to terms and existing liabilities ; and with the following constitutional 
differences : ( i ) the unwarranted interference with individual liberty and rights 
of property; (2) deprivation of right to jury trial; and (3) provisions of state 
constitutions forbidding fixed compensation. The solution of these problems in- 
volves among other things a system of classification of occupations and a deter- 
mination of a "reasonable" basis of liability. — T. I. Parkinson, Bui. Am. Econ. 
Assn., April, 191 1. A. D. 

Eminence and Heredity.— Eminent persons may be grouped as follows: (i) 
those born into families possessing a peerage or themselves receiving peerages ; 
(2) men of similar qualifications, not having peerages; (3) men of eminence in 
literature, etc. The first group, mainly made up of distinguished politicians and 
administrators, show a high proportion of distinguished relatives, about equally 
divided between the paternal and the maternal sides ; the second and third groups 
show no particular evidence of distinguished relatives. These people seem to be 
anomalies, born of marriages which simply chanced to produce eminence. Their 
descendants, if they marry among their accustomed associates before achieving 
eminence, revert to the type ; if they wait for success, they marry late in life or 
not at all and leave few if any children. The first group, on the other hand, 
show the effects of selective breeding by appropriate marriages, bringing com- 
binations of character and intellect for national service. — W. C. D. and C. D. 
Whetham, Nineteenth Century, May, 191 1. A. D. 

Das VSlkerrecht und der Weltfriedensbewegung. — The civic state as a 
product of conscious human association is constituted in order to eliminate the 
struggle of all against all, that marks the natural state. The so-called international 
law of the past must now be converted into true law (wahres Recht), and the 
nations must combine in a great international community under law. The or- 
ganization of this community is the present problem in historical development. 
It does not involve the abolition of the state ; on the contrary, the individual state 
is the presupposition in any such society of nations. As in the state man has 
surrendered his primitive freedom without losing his identity, so the state is to 
give up its crude sovereignty — the right of plunder — without being in any wise 
assailed in its character as state. The interest of states demands the avoidance 
of war wherever their own existence is not questioned. Every modern state is 
therefore under obligations to assist in substituting for the natural a legal order 
between states. And that nation will march at the head of civilization which 
takes the lead in this endeavor. — Dr. G. Grosch, Z. f. ges. Siaatswiss., May, 191 1. 

P. W. 

Vom Naturalismus zum Idealismus.— In the field of natural science there 
is rapidly developing a dynamic hypothesis, in social science a psycho-genetic one, 
as the basis for a future metaphysics. The last generation brought with it the 
growth of modern naturalism — a process still going on in music and painting, 
and particularly in ethics, which under the impulse of great economic development 
found expression in the materialistic conception of history, on the one hand, and 
in the purely economic thought of the entrepreneur class on the other. Into this 
situation, since the close of the last century, a new idealist movement has entered, 
using the values gained by naturalism for the construction of new personal and 
national ends. In times of advanced civilization with a vigorous intellectual 
progress, scientific advance plays an incisive role in the initiation of new epochs. — 
Karl Lamprecht, ^. /. Jugendwohlfahrt, March, 191 1. P. W. 

Zur psychologischen Differenziening der intemationalen Arbeiterbewegung. 

— iThe historic significance of the socialist-labor movement as essentially a trans- 
formation of the mental life of broad strata of population has hitherto been in- 



RECENT LITERATURE 137 

sufficiently emphasized. The national psychology is characteristically reflected in 
the variations of the labor movement. Relatively fortunate wage standards make 
of the American proletariat an annex to the bourgeoisie. By its adoption of 
socialistic ideas the English Labor Party approximates the continental labor 
movement. The German movement, marked by a mystic-religious tone, combines 
political, industrial, and educational aims. The Austrian movement is unique in 
its emphasis on education and in its alliance with the representatives of science. 
In respect to its revolutionary enthusiasm and idealism, the Russian labor move- 
ment resembles the French, both being indifferent to present economic ameliora- 
tion. In the practical realization of its purposes and its unemotional progressive- 
ness, the Australian labor movement has outstripped all others. — Dr. R. Broda, 
Dokum. d. Fortschritts, April, 191 1. P. W. 

Schutz der Schwachen? — Harmony between biological and economic con- 
siderations in social policy is essential. State-care of the weak as such interferes 
with the development of the best and strongest elements of the state. A social 
policy cannot base itself on Christian piety but must rest on realistic considerations 
of racial expediency. The economically weak or the poor are so largely in conse- 
quence of our legal and private property systems, and they possess as many 
racially valuable elements as the average well-to-do. The demand of biologist and 
economist alike is that state-care should extend only to the economically weak 
who are not also biologically inferior. In this sense woman- and child-labor laws 
are economically and biologically justified. The administration of public and 
private charity, however, is actually concerned with the care of the weak, protecting 
and supporting them at the expense of the stronger and better elements, and to 
the injury of the whole. The economist must demand that the limited means 
available for charitable purposes should be applied where they will bring re- 
turns, i.e., to such biologically sound individuals as are prevented by economic 
weakness from unfolding their life values. — Dr. H. Potthoff, Arch. f. Rassen- u. 
Gesellsch.-Biol., May, 191 1. P. W. 

Wirtschafts und sozialphilosophische Randbemerkungen. — A social group, 
though in a high degree subject to the economic impulse as the mainspring of its 
life, often from lack of knowledge of economic utility, pursues an economically 
disadvantageous path. The political constitution and life of a nation are, as a 
rule, far from being the adequate expression of its predominant form of economic 
life. And no particular form of government can be proved historically the neces- 
sary superstructure of given economic and productive conditions. The genesis 
of states can never be reduced to economic necessities alone, and frequently stands 
in absolute contradiction to them. In reality no one of the factors determining 
historic development plays an exclusive role. The final shaping of things results 
from the operation of many and various forces. — L. Michels, Arch. f. Rechts- u. 
Wirtsch.-Philos., April, 191 1. P. W. 

Die Ursachen der industriellen Revolution in Belgian. — ^The growth of popu- 
lation, leading to the utilization of steam as a means of relieving economic 
pressure, the consequent invention of machinery adapted to steam power, and 
the social adjustments made necessary by the introduction of this machinery, 
were the causes of the industrial revolution in Belgium. — ^Jan St. Lewinski, 
Zeitschrift fur die gesamte Wissenschaften, May, 1910. E. E. W. 

Sklaverei und Leibeigenschaft bei NaturvSlkem. — Both slavery and serfdom 
are widespread among primitive peoples. The trifling cultural difference between 
slave and free, works in general for fair treatment of the slaves. In many 
African tribes slaves may own property and other slaves, and may aspire to the 
highest political positions under the chief. On the ground of racial integrity 
intermarriage between free and unfree is prohibited, though freemen often 
prefer slave girls for concubines. Serfdom generally represents either the 
dependent relation of a conquered people to the victors or else a rigid economic 
division between ruled and ruling of the same race. The institutions of 
slavery and vassalage represent an essential protection for the great mass of 
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people against destitution. The modern problem of the proletariat is unknown 
among primitive peoples. — H. Berkusky, Zeitschrift filr Socialwissenschaft, Feb- 
ruary, 1910. E. W. B. 

Allerlei Fragen der menschlichen Fortpflanzungs-Hygiene. — An investigation 
of the Riffelschen Tables indicate the following: (i) The health of children is 
better when an interval of more than two years elapses between births ; (2) 
illegitimate children on the average have better health and more energy than 
legitimate children, provided they receive same care, i.e., by subsequent marriage 
of parents; (3) individual children born at long intervals after brothers and 
sisters have the same expectation of life as the latter. — ^Von den Veden, Archiv 
fiir Rassen- und Gesellschafts-Biologie, January-February, 1910. E. W. B. 

Les consequences gconomiques de la dficroissance de la natality. — The stand- 
still in the population of France during the last thirty years has put to a practi- 
cal test the contention of the classical economists that there is a necessary oppo- 
sition between increase of wealth and increase of population. By this theory 
while Germany increases its population by 1,000,000 new citizens each year, 
France by saving the expense of their rearing should increase her wealth by 
$400,000,000 annually. But in the last generation, those nations that have made 
the greatest economic advances are those countries whose population has increased 
rapidly. On the other hand, France has fallen from second place in foreign 
commerce in 1874 to fourth place in 1907 and the per-capita income remains 
almost stationary. The classical economists overlooked two facts which hold 
good within limits unreached by any great nation at present : ( i ) that man 
is the chief factor in production; (2) that Say's law of trade markets that each 
product constitutes a market for all other products, while debatable concerning 
merchandise, is much truer of men ; i.e., man is a market for man. — Charles 
Gide, Revue economique internationale, March, 1910. E. W. B. 

Technik und soziale Entwicklung. — The development of every form of social 
life requires its technique. Animals must adapt their organs to the environ- 
ments ; man can adapt the environment in large measure to himself. There is 
a social evolution as a result. A law of population cannot be established, though 
three classes of facts influence population: (i) biological, (2) historical, (3) 
social. The constitution and durability of life depend upon the first, which is 
most important. Cultural and marriage customs belong to the second. — Max Ried, 
Zeitschrift fur die gesamte Staatswissenschaften, March, 1910. E. E. W. 

Allotments and Small Holdings in England. — In England the lower price 
of grain, higher price of cattle, and the use of machinery have decreased the 
demand for agricultural laborers, which was lower in 1901. Not favoring a 
tariff on grains, the government has devised allotments and small holdings as 
a means to keep people in the country. Allotments were rented to laborers as 
a means of increasing income. Every laborer has the right to one acre. The 
demand is increased by the fact that the tenure confers suffrage. Small hold- 
ings were made operative by the law of 1907. This law gave every citizen in 
proper financial condition the right to buy or rent a tract of 1-50 acres. The 
county board, under the supervision of the central government, procures the 
land for this purpose, and has power to condemn land, if necessary. There are 
numerous applications, most of which are for renting the holdings. — Dr. Karl 
Ruzieka, Zeitschrift filr Volkswirtschaft, Socialpolitik und Verwaltung, 1910, 
Hefte I und II. D. I. P. 

Zur Theorie der Armut. — Malthus' view that poverty is due to lack of 
restraint has given society an unjust feeling toward the poor. Poverty is 
caused by unthriftiness and the poor are not the only unthrifty. Many unthrifty 
are kept from poverty by friends, relatives, or inheritance. Thrift can be 
created only by teaching people to balance present against future wants. The 
poor come from all classes, and are not merely the unthrifty, unrestrained lower 
classes. The economic return is often not proportional to a main value to 
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society. People who are independent under one economic system may become 
dependent by a change of system. The poor of today are not, therefore, the 
successors of the poor of yesterday. The care for the poor is not the important 
question. More important is the question as to the preservation of economically 
worthless elements and as to giving the proper reward to all elements valuable 
to society. — Prof. Dr. Chr. J. Klumber, Zeitschrift filr Volkswirtschaft, Social- 
politik und Verwaltung, 1910, Hefte I und II. D. I. P. 

XJeber Kinderschutz und Volksvermehrung. — As a part of the general problem 
of health, the attention of the time is turned to the well-being of children, 
especially of nurslings. Earlier neglect was partly caused by fear of over- 
population. The demand for greater population has arisen and this causes more 
attention to be given to children. It is believed that all healthy-born children 
can be saved. One-fourth of all deaths in Europe are among children under one 
year old; 18 per cent of all born die under this age. The wealth and culture of 
a nation or class do not decide its child-mortality. Rather it is the value set 
upon the child by the people and social habits to maintain this value. Sweden 
is poor, yet it has the lowest child-mortality. Children are valued and are 
nursed by mothers. Homeless children are well provided for. The loss of those 
under one year is less than 10 per cent. In the German provinces of Bohemia 
children are not valued, and not nursed by mothers. Here is the highest child- 
mortality in Europe.— Dr. Alois Epstein, Zeitschrife filr Volkswirtschaft, Social- 
politik und Verwaltung, 1910, Heft I und II. D. I. P. 

Die Mutterschaftversichening in Deutschland und Oesterreich. — In Austria 
the state pays wages to the working mother four weeks after the birth of a 
child. In Germany a smaller amount is paid for a longer time. In both 
countries there is need of aid to domestic women as well as working women. 
There are unions in both countries for the purpose of improving the condition of 
mothers. At present the governments will not carry out the ideas advocated by 
the unions. But they are creating favorable sentiment. In Karlsruhe a Mutter- 
schaft-Kasse was formed and is supported by contributions of single and married 
women who must belong a year before receiving benefits. The dues are 50 
pfennig per month and membership is limited to those whose income is less 
than 3,000 marks per annum. Similar institutions may be established in other 
cities and these may finally institute state action Dr. Alfons Fischer, Zeit- 
schrift fur Volkswirtschaft, Socialpolitik und Verwaltung, 19 10, Hefte I und II. 

D. I. P. 

Free Speech and the Injunction Order. — If any injunction issued by a 
judge must be obeyed, constitutional rights of the people may be wholly at the 
mercy of "those who desire to profit by injustice and tyranny." The doctrine 
that every citizen must yield obedience to every order of the court is vicious and 
where such an order trangresses human rights it is the duty of the citizen to 
resist. — Samuel Gompers, Annals Amer. Acad., September, 1910. A. D. 

The Sociological Foundations of Law. — Law undoubtedly had its origin in 
custom, or social habit; it is established for the sake of effecting a higher degree 
of social control and of constraining individuals who vary from the standards 
which are recognized as necessary to carry on a collective life. The legal pro- 
fession must thus be regarded as a social-service profession quite as much as 
teaching or the ministry. A proper understanding of law can only be obtained 
through the study of the social sciences, especially of sociology. — Charles A. 
Ellwood, The Green Bag, October, 1910. E. S. B. 

Changing Attitudes of the Courts toward Social Legislation. — ^The court of 
a great industrial state has been led to change its position in a matter most 
important to social progress (referring to a recent decision of the Illinois Supreme 
Court regarding the ten-hour law for women). This change marks a tendency 
to recede from the extreme lengths to which the courts have gone in enforcing 
the principle of the sanctity of the individual right of free contract, and to 
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give more just recognition to the limitations upon this right which considera- 
tions of public welfare permit. — Louis M. Greeley, Survey, September 3, 1910. 

E. S. B. 

The Methods of Eugenics. — Eugenics (good breeding) may be dififeren- 
tiated into positive, negative, and preventive eugenics. Positive eugenics rejects 
"mating by police" and all other methods involving the destruction of marriage, 
and accepts marriage, duly reformed by law and by public opinion (including 
divorce law reform). Negative eugenics scouts the permission of infant mortality, 
the lethal chamber, the production of abortion and other measures synonymous 
with murder, and accepts (i) sterilization of the unfit (a) by vasectomy, (&) by 
the Rontgen rays, and (2) segregation of the unfit. Preventive eugenics is 
enlisted in the protection of parenthood from alcoholism. — C. W. Saleeby, 
Sociological Review, October, 19 10. E. S. B. 

Judicial Views of the Restriction of Women's Hours of Labor. — Two views 
have been formulated simultaneously — but they represent two stages in our 
industrial history. According to the first, the police power cannot be construed 
to cover the labor contract; with respect to the second, freedom of contract may 
be restricted under the police power, and this power may be so construed as to 
include not only the welfare of the community now living, but also the welfare 
of the community yet unborn. The latter view is distinctly an ejffort to reckon 
with the new conditions, such as the increasing tax upon the nervous resources 
of the working people, the increasing ability of the employer to fix the con- 
ditions of labor, and the important consequences of modern methods of work 
upon women because of their sex. The significance of the term, public welfare, 
must constantly expand as the complexity of modern industry continues to 
increase. Law must be not only a "conservative science," but a "progressive 
science" as well. — G. G. Groat, Political Science Quarterly, September, 1910. 

E. S. B. 

PhiloSOphie et science. — Social philosophy considers primary causes in the 
interaction of human nature and social groups. Social science considers the 
immediate and special causes within the same field. To philosophy belong the 
questions of free-will, of whether man is by nature social, whether he began with 
some civilization or evolved gradually, etc. By some, social science is limited 
to mere observation of facts, but facts cannot be studied without studying 
causes. Moral causes are important. All causes and their interaction must be 
studied. A statement of causes implies social* philosophy. — Olphe-Jalliard, La 
science sociale, August-September, 1910. D. I. P. 
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